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The Temptation of Our Lord 


By JOHN BALE 


BISHOP OF OSSORY 


A single copy only of this play is known to be extant 
(Bodleian, Douce B, Subst. 164). 

Agreeable to my practice of showing originals as far 
as may be exactly as they appear to-day, I have included 
the page of script at the commencement of the printed 
copy: the subject-matter of this page needs no comment in 
this place. 

All Bodleian photographic work has to be done through 
and by the Clarendon Press; they are, therefore, responsible 
for the negatives used by the printers of this series (see my 
general remarks in this connection in the Introduction to the 
play of “The Marriage of Wit and Science). 

It would appear from a critical examination of the 
workmanship of this facsimile reproduction that here again 
the negatives generally show a certain want of crispness 
and contact, with the result that the backgrounds of all 
the plates are printed a trifle too heavy. Otherwise the 


reproduction is very good.” 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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e S before haue heardez 


' hych ſygnyfyeth to vs. that we ones b ed 
f Pek pany of S gift & e 
d bycalſſe that we, ſhuld haue Chriſt in regarde. 

aue vnto hym , the myghtye autoryce, 5 
oF 8 heauenlye woꝛde, our only teacher to be. 


W es ee the Nee place, 
With t s offyce to be 
e deuyll, with bys aſ nn 


Bich — —ẽ aſubtyle gynne, 


Wyll vnd yet nothyn 1 
But ſ Borie e i eee, dag 
Thys tokenneth our rayſe/ and bys — — fall. 
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Cerne firſt in thys acte , chat we whom Chriſt doth call. f 
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uate: ‘sin’ o folowe, the fantaſyes of Man, 
as our all. 
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lowe. in them eke t trut . 
. in cbye — “ft lp ables to Chriſt enſuth. 


Sathan aſſaulteth 1 a ſubtyle dryfe, 


So wyll he do vs, if we take 


Chriſtes part 
And whan that helpethnot / he ſeketh . foyfts 
The rulers amonge, to put Chriſt vnto ſmart. 


Wichfo manyeele,as beare bym cheir good hart. Beye 
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e 
Ee ye ſure of i hys as ye are of dayly meacey 
If ye folowe Chriſt wich hym ye muſt be beate. * 


ö a 2 5 * ae 
» For aſſaultes of Sathan / lerne here the remedyee ? 
Take the woꝛde of God. lete that be your defence, =” 
So wyll Chriſt teache yow, in our next Comedye, 2 
Erneſtly pꝛent it. in your quyck intelly gence. 
Reſyſt not the woꝛlde , but wich meke pacyence,. 
If ye be of Chriſt. Of thys herafter ye fhall, 
erceyue more at large, bythe as it fall. 


Igncipit Comoedia. ö 
leſus Chriftus, „ 
N co thys deſart. the holy Ghoſt hath broughe 


' Fa Therby to iuſtruct, of Man the imbecyllyre, 
That after he hath, Gods holy ſpꝛete receyued. 

Dyuerſely he muſt, of Sathan be impugned, ee 

CL eaſt be for Gods grief huld fall into a pꝛyde. 1 

And that in parell/ he take me for bys gyde. th 


Thynke not me to faſt.bycauſe J wolde yow to fa, 
For than ye thynke 8 Bae vayne tudgements 
But of my faftynge thynke rather thys my 
Sathan to pꝛouoke, to worke bys curſed intent, 

And to teache yow wayes, hys myſchefes to peewee: te 
By the worde of God, whych muſt be your defettces 
Rather than faſtynges, to withſtande bys vyolence. 


J haue faſted here · the ſpace of forty dayes. 


Perfourmynge that faſt, whych Moſes had in Bure, r. a 


arte mee 


me, 4 
After my baptyme, of Sathan to be cempeeds 


1 eee Bale 1 a 
o ſtoppe their mouthes with, whych w 
Thus bed our per aed name and fame eat amare 
Therfor now J taſt . of are here the © Bh eee 8 
And am ryght hungrye, af. ieee abſty 
Thys mortall bode complay f — 
No where J rn Ge. — WE: J noye. 
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or J am Sathan, the commen aduerfarye, ö ; 
enemy to Man, hym ſekynge to deſtroye sh 
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watche euer y where wantynge no polycye, 
T0 trappe hym in ſnare, and make hym che cbylde hell. 
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I dyſdayne nothynge / whych is of God trulye. 
is Satan tentator. esi 
Than wyll J be bolde · alyttle with yow to walke⸗ 
“ee lefus Chrifius, 
Doſo if ye lyfe, and your mynde frely talke. 
rler forfarhand Gobstete eee 
low for ſoth and God, it is ioye 
That ye take ſoch paynes. and are in vertu oe. 


N here fo ſmall ioyes are, to recreate the hart. ; 2 


a ; 4 Ieſus „ . 
ere are for paſtyme, the wylde beaſtes of art. 
With whom . better, it is to be e oe 
Than with ſech people, as are to God repugnaunt. 
oe 3 Satan tentator. 
Ve ſpeake it full well, it is even as ye faye, 5 
But tell me how 8 haue bene here, J yow pꝛaye. 


eſus Chriſtus. 
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Foyurty dayes and nyghtes, without any ſuſtenaunce . 


cs 0 7 f Satan tenta tor. 
So mech J iudged, by your pale countenaunce. 
ben is it no maruele, „ ye hungrye⸗ 
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Satan tentator, 

Well, to be pleyne with . — ane, doth ~ 
Amonge the people, that ye ſhuld —— 

afr ye be Gods ſonne / as it hath gr Salbe. a 

ke oftheſe ſtones breade e our bodye bye 60. 0 

Us. 


No offencets it. to eate whats men be hungrye. 


But to make ſtones breade it is vnnece ſſarye. 22 5 
He whych in thys faſt / hath bene my ſpecyall gyde, 4 
Fode for my bodye, is able to prouyde. 3 
thanke my lorde God, J am at no ſoche nede, 
to make ſtones breade my bodye ſo to fede. 


Wha J come in place, where God barbeypbynteb w. meate, 
Geuynge hym hy shantee, foal not [pare to eace, 5 


Satan tentator, 8 
Not only for that · thys ſymylytude Jbrynge, 


At the fathers voyce, ye toke thys lyfe in han 

n eee a dee 1 

n e E 
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DeC hrifti tentatione; 
ey leſus Chriftus, 
Pe fpeake in og? acer vnaduyſedlye, 
Foꝛ it is weicten . in the eyt of Deutronomye, 
Man lyueth not by breade , oꝛ coꝛporall feoynge onlye, 7 
Bat by Gods pꝛomyſe, and by bys ſcriptures heauenlye. 
Here ye perſuade me, to recreate my bodye, 


And neglected Gods worde, whych is great blaſphemye. 


Thys cauſed Adam, from innocencye to fall, am 
And all bys ofſprynge / m ide myſerable and mortall. 
Where as is Sods worde, there is both ſprete and lyfe, 
And where that is not. death and dampnacyon is ryfe. 

The ſtrength of Gods worde, myghtyly ſuſtayned Moſes. 
For fourty dayes ſpace, therof ſoch is che goodies, 


It fortyfyed Helias, it preſerued Daniel. 
And holpe in tbe deſart , che chyldren of Iſrael. 
Gore plages do folo we, where Gods worde is reiect, 
For no perſuaſyon, wyll J cherfor neglect · Be ee 
That offyce to do, whych God hath me commaunded, 
But in all mekeneſſe, it ſyall be accomplyſhed. 
110 ee oe — tentator. feblen 1 
J had rather naye . conſy ge your eſſe. 
For ye are but tuly, ye are — — perſone doughtleſſe, 
. lefus Chriftus, ae 
Well, it is not the breade, that doth a man vpholde, 
But che lorde of heauen, with bys graces manyfolde. 
He char Man create / is able hym to noryſh, 
And after weakeneſſe, cauſe hym agayne to floryſh. 
Gods worde is a rule, for all that man ſhuld do, 
And ont of that rule. no creature ought to go. 
He that it foloweth , can not out of the waye. 
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De Chrifti tentatione: 
Na meate wyll ye or but lyue by Gods woꝛde onlye⸗ 
So good are ye wave fo perfyght and ſo holye. 2 
ant brynge ye 20715 trowe)to the welle of gheſtlyneſſe. if 
here I foal él ye. and glutt ye with holyneſſe. 
What holy quoth he? NTaye ye were neuer ſo hol 
As J wyll ear ye , if ye folowe hanſomlye· 2 


Here is all holy, here is the holy cytie, A 


The holy See ee the e eee 


il holyc wel, ye aboue them all. ¥ 2 5 pax? eee 5 
eee 1 2g 


Cemehecon che pymacteve wll beby aby. 


What me ane ye by 2 fourth your fed. 
Satan tentator. f 
Whar ye were hungrye, J ded ye ſt perſuade, 
Of ſtones to make — ye — non of that * 
2 layed for your ſelf that ſcripture wolde not ſerue it 
hat was your bucklar, but now J am for ye fyſt. 
Fot the ſuggeſtyon. that J now ſhall to ye laye, 
J haue ſcripture at hande.ye ſyall it not denaye. 
Ieſus Chriſtus 
Kepe it not ſecrete, but lete it than be hod, 
aif 9 Satan eee God 
ye do beleue e are the ſonne o 7 nae 
Beleue thys — if ye ap downe here in ſcoff⸗ 
ene ys hygh pynnacle, ye can take no harme echeoff. 
And therf or be bolde,chys enterpryſe to ieoparde 
If ye be Gods eme. downe your ſelf here dated 5 
. Ieſus Chriftus, 
Truly thatnede — is other remedye, 
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Thar were — d. nor yet conuenyent. ar 
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Satan tentator, 
Tuſb . ſcripture is 8 it · ye can not fare amys, 
For it is written , how God hath geuen a charge, 
Vnto bys Angels. that if ye leape at large. 
They (hall receyue ye, in their handes tenderly 
Leaf ye dalhe your fote, agaynſt a ſtone therby. 
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And deſerue to haue, hys anger euermoꝛe. 

wyll not ſo do, foꝛ their fathers in the deſart. 

Ded fo tempt hym ones · and had the hate of bys hart 

The clauſe that ye had. maketh for n outwarde woꝛkynge. 

If ye marke the Pſalme. throughly from bys begynnynge. 


But what is the cauſe. ye wẽt not fourth with the next verſec 


Satan tentator. ae 
It made not for me / if ye wyll ye maye it reherſe. 
Tha bels teychrbe Phalmenfubdue che cruel erpens 
u fbale(fayth the Pſalme ) ſubdue che crue 
And treade vndre fote· the lyon and dragon peftylens, 
Satan tentator. 
No nyghar (J ſaye ) ſor there ye touche fre holde. 
a Ieſus Cbriſtus. * 
Some loue in no wyſe, to haue their rudeneſſe tolde. 
To walke in Gods wayes · it becometh a mort all man, 


| And therfoꝛ J wyll, obeye chem if J can. 
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S02 it is written, in the ſext of Dentronomy. 
Thu (hale in no wyſe, tempt God prefusmperiontely es 


lefus Chriftus, ad - 
but ye omy 
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1 Com lia Ioannis Balei. 

+ <a Satan tentator, 
65 Wbat is it to tempt Godꝛafter your iudgement. 
4 — Ieſus Chriftus, 


( To take of bys woꝛde, an outwarde experyment⸗ eae 
Dfanydle brayne, whych God neyther choughe noꝛ ment. 
' Satan tentator. : 
What perſones do ſor Make that more euydent. 
Bi Ieſus C ariftus, 
Al ſoch as forſake, anye grace or remedyes | 
Appoynted of God, foꝛ their owne polycye. 44 
As chey that do thynke . tha? God 1 fyll their bellye. 4 
Wieithout their labours, whan bys lawes are contrarye — 
N And they that wyll ſaye, che ſcriprure of God doth flee, 
They neuer ſerchynge / therof che veryte. 
¶ Thoſe alſo tempt God, that vowe pꝛeſumptnouſlye. { 
ot hauynge bys gyfc.co kepe their comcynencye; . 
Wich fo manye els,as folowe their good intentes. ; 
groũded on God. not yet on bys commaundementes. 
Theſe chrowe themſelues downe, into moſt depe dãpnacyon. 
Lyttle Patron tentator, a 
good get s communycacy 
ye walke farther, and lete thys pratlynge be! 
A mountayne here is, whych J wolde yo w to fe, 
Truſt me and ye wyll, it ia a commodyouſe thynge. 
xf Ieſus Chriftus, 
‘Ffithe ſo good, lete vs by thydre goynge, 
N Satan tentator. N ' 
C od how faye ye now, is not here a pleſaunt ſyght:? 
ye wyll ye maye, haue here all the woildes delyght, 
e is to be ſeane, the kyngedome of Arabye, 
Wich all the re of Affepck, Earope and Aſye. 
Aube dee bee bir pompesicemagnrt der 


Here are camels, ſtoute 
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De Chriſti tentatione. 


Their ryches. their hononr, their welth. their bende ppc. ; 


Here is golde and ſyluer. in wonderfull habun 
e en wynes & ſpyces of plefannce: 
sub eo women , o e ee, . 

it n s of meates, to t y dylectable. pe 

horfes,& mules that neuer wyll ryres 
Wich fomanye e 5 
Ieſus Chriftus, 
Well, he be pꝛayſed, whych is of them the geuer. 
Satan tentator. 

Alas it 5 dn, oe are ſoch a beleuer. 

Nothyn laye, but euer ye auoyde me, 8 
By the wor of od. E cane that poynt ones 85 prayyes zi 
Hy byd ye make, of ſtones breade for your bodye, 

e man lyueth not, in tempoꝛall — 5 onlye, 
As J byd ye leape, Downe from the pynnacle ab. 
Ve wyll not tempt God, other wyſe than yew behoue. a 

Thus are ye ſtyll — — ye ſtyll weake and nebye 

711 us, 
And what ſuppoſe ye, wyll that nede remedye: 
Satan tentator. 

Forſake the beleue, that ye haue in Gods worde, 

That ye are bys fonne, for it is not worth a torde, 

Is he a father, that fe bys ſonne thus famyſhe 

f ye beleue ir. I faye ye are to folyſp. 

e fe theſe pleaſures. If yow be ruled by me, 
f ball make ye a man. To my wordes therfor agre. 
oke on theſe kyngedemes, and —— treaſure, 
J the lorde of them. maye gene them at my pleafure. 
Sorfake that — . leaueth the without confort, 
In thys deſolacyon, aud bens fourth to me reſort. ; 
Knowledge me for 1 worde 9 si 
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| Thu and hungeye, 
b — 9 — 2 er obſequye. : — 

; T knele downe here · and — chyshoure, 
| And haue all . with Se e poure. 


Abeba be eye aduerfarye, 
Eos nom cha perſwadeſt moſt damnable ate 
| As chuare wycked, ſo is chy 
* Toe ebyne gat. for esperar 
cannyſt not gene not to gene 
Thus dedyſt chu coꝛrupt , the fayth of and Eue. 
Thus debyſt chu deceyue boeh of 


— - 2 

pea ! 
Net only of thys . but che worlde celeſtyall. 

thy perſw ven is. I ſhuld not bys ehe 


de wyll J ſo . that — oe 
s worde be * 5 
| ſhall . = ee though N * 


frye preach rde as me thynke ye do 
1 ſhall yow to your ahead, 


* 
3 pial 
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1 2 — your 
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alfe pꝛeſtes and byſhoppes, with my other fernanntes me, 
P a ſeaſon, 4 
. She not. thyne owe, herafter wyll ne 1 

by vycar at Rom:, I thynke wyll be my frynde 
I def ye che ther for a id 


i 
/ 


He ſhall mz w uſhypp · and ba een i 
That thu here foꝛſakeſt. he wyll moſt hyghlye regarde. 


Gods word: wil he treade, vnderneth bys fote foꝛ euer 4 
Andch: hartes of men . from the truth therof dyſſener, 
Chy fayth well he hate / and flee thy flocke in concluſyon. 
All chys wyll J woꝛke, to do the vtter confuſ jon. 
leſus saga 
Thy cruell ben hall hurt neyther me uet myne, 
Though we ſuff er both / by the prouydence dyuyn e. 
Soch ſtrengcth is onrs . that we wyll haue vyctorye, 
Of ſynne death and helle. and of the in thy moſt furye. 
For Bod bath promyſed . that hys fyall treade the dragon. 
Vnderneth their fete, with the fearce roarynge lyon, 
ie angeli accedunt, ſolac ium adminiſtraturi. 
Angelus primus, f 
The father ofconfoꝛt / and heauenly confolacyorrs 
Hach ſent vs bycherito do our admynyſtracyon. 
YW: come not to helpe, but to do our obſequye, 2 
As ſeruanutes becometh , to their loꝛde and maſtre mekelye. 
f. our offyce be, to wayte on creatures moꝛtall. 
Why [ould we not ſerue . the maſtre and loꝛde of all: 


Angelus alter. 5 3 


It is our confort it is our whole felycyte. 
To do our ſeruyce, and in your to be. 


We haue bronghe ye fode / to coufort your weake bodye, % 5 
After your great faſt, and notable vyctorye. 3 
Vn to all the worlde, your byreh we firſt declared, 


E ii And 


9 — 


a 
Comeedialoannis Balei. 5 
And now chefe vytayles we haue for you prepared. 
Ieſus Chriſtus. os 


Come nyghar to me, Swete father thankes to thes 
For theſe gracyouſe gyftes of thy lyberalyte. 
Hic coram angelis ex appoſitis comedet. 
= Na primus, Mat 
How mete art thu loꝛde. to take that nature on the? 
Whych is fo tendre , and full of infyrmyte. f 3 
As Mannys nature is, both feble faynt and werye, . 
Weake after laboure / and after faſtynge hungrye. * 
Forſoth heauen and earth · yea / helle mayt be aſtoynede 5 
The Godhede to ſe, to fo Fee ioyned. 
ngelus alter. ; 
n bys owne he is,for he the worlde firſt create, ea 
etſemeth the worlde, to haue hym in great hate. ; 
Aboute thirty yeares / hath he bene here amonge them, 
Some tyme in Jewrye, and ſome ryme in Hieruſalem. 
But fewe to thys daye, haue done hym reuer ence, 


Dr as to their lorde / ſhewed their obedyence. 


Jefus Chriſtus, 

My commynge hyther. is ſor to ſcke no glorye. 
But the hyg hpleaſure / and wyll of my father heauenlye⸗ 
He wyll requyre it / at acertayne daye, no dought⸗ 
And ſhall reuenge it, loke they not wele aboug br. 

Angelus primus; Plebem alloquiture 

The lorde here for yo w. was boine and cir cumcyſed⸗ 

Sor yow here alſo he was latelye bapty ed. 5 
3" the wylderneſſe, thys lorde for yow hath faſted . 

nd hath ouerte men, for yow the denyll that — 

For yow fryndes for yo w thys heauen ly lorde doth all, : 
Only for your fabe,he oe man mor tall. 


, 
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. Concluſto. „ 
Take che (hy elde of fayth · and lerne to reſyſt the deuyll, 
After bys te achynges , that he do yow non euyll. a 
57 fure (hall ye be, to haue vs on your ſyde. 


ö 

| 

efus Chriftus — | 
| 

] 


7 


ye be faythfull, and e hym for your gyde. 15 
If they folewe me. they walke in darkenee 


But iu the clere ly ght · and haue felycyte endles. 

+ J am the waye, the lyfe and cheveryce, 

No mn mye attayne, to the father but by me. 

5 Angelus primus, 
In m annys frayle nature · ye haue conquerred che enmye. { 

That man ouer byt, fosld alwayes haue vycoorye, 3 

ngclus alter, 7 

Our maner is it, moſt hyghlye to reioyce, f ae 

Whar Man hach confort. whych we now declare in voyce. 

Hic dulce eanticum coram Chriſto depromunt. 


Baleus Prolocutor, 


Rete it not greue yow, in thys worlde to be cempred, 
Cenſyderynge your lorde, and your hygh byſ. bopp Jeue ] 
Was here without ſynne, in euery e rg ° 4 

n all our weakeneſſe, to helpe and ſocour vs, 9 
Farthermore to beare, wich our fragylyte thus . | 
He is vnworthye, of hym to bea member, 
That wyll not wich hym, ſome perſecucyon ſuffer. b 


The lyfe of Man is, a profe or harde te cyon. 

As Job doth ee ike ps shoe chefames . 

Bulye is che denyll,and labourerh bys dampnatyon. 

tie haue no dyſpayre, for Chriſt hath gote the game. : 
ow is tscalye, bys crvelneſſe to tam, 
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5 For Chriſt 5 beiten 
| Bhat 5 eee — cit 


eee oe ; 
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ra fruteo keen dme, 


oft due the cruell de. ; 


. sf 
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